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Personal Statement
The field of criminal justice fascinates me. In hindsight, I am especially attracted to the justice aspect that characterizes it, allowing for fair treatment and judgment, while also ensuring that those who have committed crime are subjected to the law. I also possess a strong love for problem-solving that remains a crucial aspect of criminal justice. Problem-solving, in this case, involves being able to crack puzzles and solve cases thereby enabling and supporting the ends of criminal justice objectives. Even more, I like it when justice reigns with criminals apprehended leaving the society a safe place. Overall, I find these processes exciting and find fulfillment in the same and especially where success is involved. 
I recognized from an early age that I wanted to be involved in the field of education. Even more significant is the fact that I knew then that I would venture into the field of criminal justice. For a long time, I have been fascinated by the topic of justice, especially a just society and working judicial system. This attraction has seen me engage in the study of related criminal cases and rulings around the same. Eventually, I got undertake a Bachelors’ in Criminal Justic that equipped me with the necessary knowledge and skills as an educationist in this field. Studying Criminal Justice was increasingly beneficial not just as a means to empower me to become a good educationist but also as the channel through which I could also get learn the establishment of America’s justice system and its significance in the American society. . 
In the above regard, I came across diverse learning materials that also opened my eyes to the diversity that characterize education and the significant amount of knowledge that is inherent in the same. On the other hand, it is in undertaking my bachelors’ degree as an educationist in criminal justice that I realized that education is more than just imparting other people with particular knowledge. I specifically, learned that an educationist should be characterized by given skills that will allow them to give systematic instructions that are geared towards enabling learning. Without these skills, my interest in education was almost meaningless. In essence, I learned that being an educationist involves having the right skills and knowledge to better impart education to those pursuing education. In line with these, I gained the understanding that educationists remain the guiding force for the upbringing of children and individuals in society by offering lessons on a particular subject matter. 
Besides, through my four years in higher education learning, I was also made aware that as an educationist there are other duties that I must be ready to meet in relation to the primary role of imparting students with knowledge. One of the duties that I find interesting and highly relevant to teaching criminal justice, especially when it comes to the intriguing role and impact of the criminal justice in American society is providing an ambient educational atmosphere that will offer the opportunity for students to accomplish their potentials with regards to education and learning. This duty has helped ensure interesting learning sessions with students where they feel comfortable during learning sessions allowing them to become interactive and participate in the sessions. An interesting aspect of this duty is that it has empowered me to include interesting learning materials such as film documentaries that have helped create an engaged audience in students. 
From the above, it is evident that my interactions with students during and following my graduation have been fulfilling. Even more, they are a testament to my commitment to the profession and the duty to ensure the continuous growth of students in given subject areas and program classification. While this is so, it is worth noting that interactions with students are not without challenges. Students are characterized by differences in capabilities. This means that their learning will likely not occur at the same pace. Some students will take time before understanding a given concept when compared to others. However, guided by the No Child Left Behind policy I realize that special attention should be given to such students to help them learn just like their counterparts. 
In this regard, I boast particular teaching skills gained during my development as an educationist that has helped bring every student on board. Some of the skills I have employed include being attentive to student needs, having the ability to identify weak students and being patient regarding these weaknesses so as to better understand the needs of the said students and help them. These skills have also helped to create a strong relationship with the student that is beneficial both to the students and to my development as an educationist. On the other side, seeing a slow student excelling in class remains one of my most points of satisfaction and fulfillment. In retrospect, I believe this is the essence of teaching as the student will have gained the much-needed education especially with regards to understanding America’s criminal justice system. 
Thus far, my experience as an educationist has been increasingly satisfactory and fulfilling. Inevitable, I have experienced certain lows but I have also experienced numerous overwhelming highs such as seeing weak students become strong in my subject areas and also ensuring top performances by students under my teaching. However, I desire to further my education in this profession and become an even better educationist especially in line with the efforts and achievements of Joshua L. Smith as a prominent educationist and the founder of the Joshua L. Smith Award. I believe that educationists should forever seek to expand their knowledge and skills so as to be able to contribute widely and strongly to the field. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is for the above reasons that I highly acknowledge and appreciate my selection for nomination for the Joshua L. Smith Award. The award reminds me of the commitment that educationist should place in their profession to ensure an educated community. Even more, it epitomizes the positive efforts to ensure that teachers are awarded for the seriousness with which they take their mandate while positively motivating them to do even much for the profession. Personally, it triggers the urge to remain committed and seek to do more with regards to my growth as an educationist and as a teacher. 
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